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Re: Letter of Support – 100 Women. 100 Stories. and Community Installation 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
I am writing in my capacity as Artistic Director of Bondi Pavilion to express our strong 
support for 100 Women. 100 Stories. We are very pleased to be presenting this work in 
November 2026, alongside the accompanying community voice installation, as the 
culmination of our annual Artistic Program. Bondi Pavilion is a civic cultural space deeply 
committed to artistic excellence, community participation and work that meaningfully 
connects with place. 100 Women. 100 Stories. aligns powerfully with this vision. The 
project’s model — engaging 100 local women in the creation and performance of a major 
choral work — is both artistically ambitious and socially resonant. 
 
The work’s foundation in interviews with women across Australia, transformed into song 
by leading female composers and performed by local participants, creates an experience 
that is both intimate and expansive. It offers audiences not only a performance of high 
artistic calibre, but a genuine reflection of lived experience. In our context at Bondi 
Pavilion, this is particularly significant. Our audiences are diverse, multigenerational and 
deeply connected to the cultural life of the Eastern Suburbs and broader Sydney. This 
project provides a rare opportunity for those audiences to see themselves - their stories, 
mothers, daughters and neighbours - represented on stage 
 
Equally important is the participatory model. The House That Dan Built has 
demonstrated a proven capacity to create inclusive rehearsal environments where 
women of varied ages, backgrounds and musical experience feel welcomed and 
empowered. This community-led approach fosters connection across difference, 
strengthens local networks and builds confidence and creative agency among 
participants. 
 
The proposed installation that follows the performance — featuring the individually 
recorded voices of participating women — will significantly extend the impact of the 
project. As a public-facing arts venue, Bondi Pavilion values works that live beyond a 
single performance moment. The installation will allow audiences to engage with the 
voices repeatedly, encountering them over weeks in the building and embedding the 
project within the daily life of the community. It ensures that participation is not 
ephemeral but sustained, creating a living archive of women’s voices in Bondi. 
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We anticipate strong audience engagement for both the live performance and the 
installation. Projects that combine artistic excellence with authentic community 
involvement consistently resonate with our patrons and generate meaningful dialogue.  
 
In a time when representation and belonging are central conversations in our sector, 100 
Women. 100 Stories. offers a powerful, practical model of how a cultural institution can 
platform women’s voices in a way that is celebratory, rigorous and community-driven. 
Bondi Pavilion is proud to be presenting this work in 2026 and to support the continued 
development and touring life of this important project. 
 

 

With kind regards, 

 

 

Chris Bendall 
Artistic Director, Bondi Pavilion 



THE WOMEN’S CLUB 
ABN 49000 009 656

Level 4, 179 Elizabeth Street, Sydney 2000  
Telephone: (02) 9264 5383 Email:  reception@thewomensclub.com.au 

www.thewomensclub.com.au 

Monday 2nd March 2026 

To the Creative Australia panel of peers 

On behalf of The Women’s Club, I am pleased to express our strong support for The House that Dan Built’s application to 
Creative Australia in relation to our collaborative 125th anniversary choir and commissioning project. 

In 2026, The Women’s Club marks 125 years since 100 women - including activists, parliamentarians and educationalists - 
established a home for women’s ideas, leadership and belonging. Founded just nine months after Federation, the Club was 
conceived as both practical and visionary: a place where women could gather, learn, connect and lead. This anniversary 
year provides an opportunity not only to reflect on that legacy, but to create new cultural work that speaks to contemporary 
women’s voices. 

As a centrepiece of our celebrations, we will partner with our long-standing cultural collaborator, The House that Dan Built. 
This initiative responds directly to sustained member interest and aligns with our broader Women in Music program, which 
supports paid opportunities and commissioning pathways for emerging and mid-career female musicians. 

The project has three integrated components: 
• The establishment of the TWC Choir, bringing together members and community singers through an intensive

rehearsal weekend (18–20 September), and exhibition with sound installation opening on 9th October.
• The 100 Voices initiative, inviting members to nominate stories - of leadership, service, creativity, resilience,

mentorship or quiet courage - that will inspire a series of newly commissioned choral works.
• A Composition Award, supported by philanthropic patronage, to ensure professional commissioning fees and the

creation of new Australian repertoire led by women.

The 100 Voices commissions will form a living artistic record of women’s experiences across generations. While selected 
works will be presented in performance, all commissioned pieces will enter the archives, creating a lasting cultural legacy 
beyond the anniversary year. Our premises on Elizabeth Street provide an intimate and acoustically suited environment for 
rehearsal, development and presentation. The Club’s community represents an engaged and invested audience, and we are 
committed to opening the project to the broader community through participation, performance and storytelling. 

Importantly, this initiative is underpinned by philanthropic support from our Women in Music patrons, enabling paid 
opportunities for composers, conductors and collaborators. Creative Australia's support would further strengthen the 
development, accessibility and public impact of this work. 

The Women’s Club is proud to partner with The House that Dan Built on a project that honours our founders while investing 
in the next generation of women’s creative practice. We believe this initiative will contribute meaningfully to Sydney’s 
cultural life and leave a tangible artistic legacy for the city. 

Yours sincerely 

Danielle Asciak 
Chief Executive Officer 
The Women's Club  
ceo@thewomensclub.com.au | +61 417 123 983



 

 ACCESSIBILITY & COMMUNITY IMPACT Quotes 

Kate Butler – 
Deniliquin 

“What sets The House apart is their authentic engagement with 
communities. They genuinely listen and co-design with young 
women. The joyfulness and intergenerational connection 
underpin everything they do.” 

Rebecca Ryan – 
Gunnedah 
Conservatorium 

“The House That Dan Built truly understands regional 
communities. They develop strong local connections and deliver 
programs with authenticity and experience.” 

Bedelia Lowrenčev “As a young, disabled woman from Western Sydney I have 
experienced many barriers in my artistic career. The House is 
nowhere near this. Dan has fostered a space where I feel safe 
and encouraged to express my unique voice.” 

Claire Harris – Wagga 
Wagga Civic Theatre 

“Before working with the company we were not singers. 
Afterwards, we believed we could perform at the Sydney Opera 
House. That is the power of this work.” 

 
 
 

 100 Women Quotes 

Sivonne 
Binks 

“I have not sung properly since I was a child, so I was amazed at how quickly 
and easily I made connections and harmonies with a group of women I did not 
know. Dan's inclusive approach to uplifting all our voices instantly changed the 
idea of singing in public from daunting to empowering. All the women saw 
something of themselves in the work - it gives voice to elements of the female 
experience that we so often push down and turn away from. I am haunted by 
the songs. Now that I have started singing again I am not sure that I can stop.” 

Helen 
Flisher 

“I came for the fun of being involved in something so creative and found that I 
loved the singing with all these wonderful women. Thank you Danielle for 
leading us without judgement and giving many of us the confidence to step out 
of our comfort zone and embrace this opportunity.” 

Liz 
Dowell 

“It was a wonderful experience to be part of a community collaboration. I 
connected with other singers and audience members and may now join a 
choir.” 

Rose 
Keane 

“What an uplifting experience it was being part of this singing group. Danielle 
made this a fun, inclusive and positive experience that I am so glad I 
participated in.” 

Lygia “Such a cool experience, especially for someone new to Australia.” 



Claire 
Wing 

“It was wonderful to be singing again. Great to sing in a group and to have a 
group leader who was so positive. She was so welcoming and had such 
positive energy when conducting.” 

Delena “I was impressed and moved by the powerful sound created by a group of 
women who had never sung together before. Quite a few had never sung in a 
group before and it was heartwarming to see how much they loved the 
experience.” 

Sue “It was great to be challenged, singing beyond radio tunes, yet not 
overwhelmed. This was due to your positive approach and flexibility if 
something wasn’t quite working. The other enjoyable aspect was being and 
sharing with some women from town who I had never met before.” 

Kate Pitt “I felt like I was paying homage to my brave, broken, beautiful female 
ancestors… It was bonding, swirling and enthralling and I will never forget the 
magic of it.” 

Deborah “The show provided women from regional areas an opportunity to do 
something scary, bold and new. Instead of singing old songs from 200 years 
ago, it felt like taking part in contemporary music right now. The show was a 
gift to the performers as well as the audience.” 

Kerry-A
nne 
Jones 

“The most joyous and unexpectedly wonderful experience I have had for 
years. You have motivated me to start singing again!” 

 
 
 

 100 Women TOWN HALL QUOTES 

Kyla 
Lawson 

“The most uplifting, inspiring women’s collective experience! Regardless of 
age, ability, musical capacity or identity. We were welcomed and working 
together to create a lyrical representation of women’s lives and journeys.” 

Judith 
Hassila 

“I felt I was way out of my comfort zone but everyone was friendly and 
encouraging and that made it a wonderful experience for me.” 

Lisa Teager “It was a truly empowering weekend. Working directly with the composers 
was a real highlight as they conveyed exactly how they wanted the music 
to be sung and the emotion behind it.” 

May 
Kelly-Mills 

“It was such a joy to meet and sing with so many incredible women. I’ll 
remember this for a long time.” 

  



To whom it may concern,

My name is Mikayla King, and I am writing to you in hopes that what I have to say will sway your decision in 
funding The House That Dan Built, so that Danielle can run another amazing residential camp for the youth of rural 
NSW.

In April Danielle ran a 5 day camp.
I was 15 and I had (and still have) bad social anxiety, I was and still am homeschooled because of this but I attended 
this camp, which was the first ‘big’ thing I had done in two years. The five days I spent with Danielle and everyone 
that works with The House, were the best 5 days of my whole year (are still currently the best 5 days of my life to 
date).

Around 50 or so kids between 12 and 19 attended, and everyone was so welcoming. Over the week we covered song 
writing, recording and story writing. We made a short stop motion film on the first day and I watched our song come alive. 
Every soundtrack and backing in the performance we did, as a group we created over that week. Every song lyric, 
musical composition and vocal arrangement we made ourselves. It was an amazing learning experience.

As much as I think that the actual activities are important, but I think the things that aren’t planned are moreso.

While I was attending this camp, I met some of the most amazing people. The sleeping arrangements meant that it 
was like a week long sleepover. We had breakfast together, and dinner, and most of the time we also had lunch 
together, depending on what activities you chose to do that day.
One of the nights we had a 15 minute dance party before bed (controversial as it is), and the memories I made in 
those 15 minutes are forever going to be ones that I treasure the most in life. I didn't anyone could sing and DJ like 
that.

The experience I had at this camp is obviously going to be different then others, but it was the first time in a very 
long time that I had felt like I belonged somewhere. I want everyone to find that.
I want every teenager (and adult. everyone!) who loves music and drama and dance, to find a place for themselves. 
Danielle makes this happen. Danielle and everyone from The House, and the Toy Choir are inclusive, diverse and 
make everyone feel welcomed and like they belong, because they do.

Before Danielle came along, I never thought I would be able to do something like spend five days and four nights 
away from home again, but my experience with The House was the best experience anyone could have ever 
received.

There are so many other teenagers out there, that like me are in a similar situation, that have the talent and the love 
for music, and song writing that could change the world. There are so many words bottled up in the hearts of 
teenagers across rural NSW that need to spill out and flood the ground. I strongly believe that Danielle can aid them 
in this.

Because of my experience, and because of how much The House has helped me with so much, I wish to strongly 
recommend that you provide The House with the grant needed to run another camp. I believe that so much of the 
NSW youth could benefit from the experience.

Danielle, Soren, Scarlett, Freya, Jayden and everyone that helped make the camp happen, will forever have my 
utmost respect and love.

Yours sincerely
Mikayla King
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Berlin, August 2025 
Dear Creative Australia Grants Panel, 
 
we are writing in support of Fraser Corfield’s application for funding for the Australian season of Chasing the 
Wind.  

Europäische Dramatik für ein junges Publikum (European Drama for young audience) is a European network that 
connects theatre for young audience from around the world in order promote collaboration and exchange. We 
have jointly carried out the European Union funded (EU - Creative Europe grant) five-year project ConnectUp 
(www.connect-up.eu) and are now bringing this experience to our cooperation. We are driven to create works 
that are relevant, intelligent, and aesthetically beautiful, speaking to the young audiences of today with high quality 
productions. 

We worked with Fraser and The House that Dan Built team on our first development of Chasing the Wind, and 
are confident in their artistic and producing ability. 
 
This project is an exciting opportunity for collaboration and artistic exchange across cultures, allowing world-
renowned theatre artists to learn from each other, and delivering high quality work for young Australian 
audiences. 
 
We are delighted to be able to provide funding for this project, and look forward to working with Fraser and The 
House on the Australian season of Chasing the Wind. 
 
Warmly, 
 
 
Dirk Neldner 
Artistic Director 
 

 


